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INVITATION TO SPEAKERS PANEL

What could a common European identity be like?

What does identity actually mean? When we talk about identity, we are referring
to it as a self-description. Your own identity creates a sense of belonging to
groups and other people who represent the same values and ideas as you do.
Identity is therefore also a sense of unity. People can form an identity through
many different characteristics, e.g. their gender, age, hobbies as well as their
nationality. However, as Europeans, we are not only German or Polish citizens, but
also EU citizens. As Europeans, we can also be united by common values,
traditions or our history.

Identity, and this is important, is never fixed, but can change over time - just as our
views and values can change. What Europe means to its citizens, for example, has
also changed over time. Our grandparents' generation knew Europe as a
continent where states were at war with each other.

Today, the EU attaches great importance to a common European identity. The
idea is to create more cohesion and close cooperation. We all benefit from this
personally, but also economically. A European identity can have many
advantages. However, it cannot simply be imposed, because many people who
have grown up with different languages, political opinions, in different
geographical areas and with different historical backgrounds have to
communicate with each other.

However, identity is not only something that can bring people together, but also
something that people use to distinguish themselves from others and set
themselves apart. Therein lies the danger of a sense of unity, because where there
is a "we", there are also "the others". However, a common identity should not be
misused to devalue other people and to justify racist, xenophobic or otherwise

discriminatory behavior towards them. So what could a European identity look
like?
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Role sheet
You are hosting a panel discussion on the topic of European identity. You invite
various guests from civil society to the speakers panel to discuss the following
overarching question:

What can a common European identity look like?

You host the expert panel. This means you will ask your guests various questions on
the topic of European identity in order to find out their opinions. You keep the
discussion going with basic questions (especially at the beginning) and follow-up
qguestions. You also allow the guests to discuss among themselves if this arises.
Your role as moderator is to make the positions and differences of your guests
visible and comprehensible to the audience. It is important that you maintain
neutrality during the panel discussion.

At the beginning of the expert panel, give a brief introduction to the topic and then
ask your guests to briefly introduce themselves. Then begin with the discussion
guestion: "What can a common European identity look like?" When you have
reached the end of the debate, close the debate with one of your final questions.

Your guests:

Social activist: Hashim
This role emphasizes the importance of
Europe's past in shaping a common
identity. It illustrates how colonialism
shaped Europe's history through
oppression and exploitation. It is important
to ensure that the voices of minorities are
heard and the diversity of Europe is
honored when shaping a common identity.

Committed citizen: Yilmaz
As a citizen with a history of migration,
this role emphasizes Europe's diversity as
one of its greatest strengths. European
identity is based on openness and shared
values such as respect for human rights
and diversity. It is crucial that the EU
encourages an open community that
recognizes people's diverse perspectives
and experiences in order to create a
united Europe where every voice matters.

Cosmopolitan : Schmidt

This role represents the perspective of the
cosmopolitan and questions the need for a
purely European identity in a globally
interconnected world. An emphasis on
global identity could promote cooperation
with other parts of the world and
strengthen connections across political
borders.

Historian: Nowak

The role emphasizes the close connection
between European history and the
formation of a common identity. Despite
the different perspectives of each
country, the recognition of a common
basis is crucial in order to shape a
dynamic European identity.
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INVITATION TO SPEAKERS PANEL

What could a common European identity be like?

What does identity actually mean? When we talk about identity, we are referring
to it as a self-description. Your own identity creates a sense of belonging to
groups and other people who represent the same values and ideas as you do.
Identity is therefore also a sense of unity. People can form an identity through
many different characteristics, e.g. their gender, age, hobbies as well as their
nationality. However, as Europeans, we are not only German or Polish citizens, but
also EU citizens. As Europeans, we can also be united by common values,
traditions or our history.

Identity, and this is important, is never fixed, but can change over time - just as our
views and values can change. What Europe means to its citizens, for example, has
also changed over time. Our grandparents' generation knew Europe as a
continent where states were at war with each other.

Today, the EU attaches great importance to a common European identity. The
idea is to create more cohesion and close cooperation. We all benefit from this
personally, but also economically. A European identity can have many
advantages. However, it cannot simply be imposed, because many people who
have grown up with different languages, political opinions, in different
geographical areas and with different historical backgrounds have to
communicate with each other.

However, identity is not only something that can bring people together, but also
something that people use to distinguish themselves from others and set
themselves apart. Therein lies the danger of a sense of unity, because where there
is a "we", there are also "the others". However, a common identity should not be
misused to devalue other people and to justify racist, xenophobic or otherwise

discriminatory behavior towards them. So what could a European identity look
like?
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INVITATION TO SPEAKERS PANEL

What could a common European identity be like?

What does identity actually mean? When we talk about identity, we are referring
to it as a self-description. Your own identity creates a sense of belonging to
groups and other people who represent the same values and ideas as you do.
Identity is therefore also a sense of unity. People can form an identity through
many different characteristics, e.g. their gender, age, hobbies as well as their
nationality. However, as Europeans, we are not only German or Polish citizens, but
also EU citizens. As Europeans, we can also be united by common values,
traditions or our history.

Identity, and this is important, is never fixed, but can change over time - just as our
views and values can change. What Europe means to its citizens, for example, has
also changed over time. Our grandparents' generation knew Europe as a
continent where states were at war with each other.

Today, the EU attaches great importance to a common European identity. The
idea is to create more cohesion and close cooperation. We all benefit from this
personally, but also economically. A European identity can have many
advantages. However, it cannot simply be imposed, because many people who
have grown up with different languages, political opinions, in different
geographical areas and with different historical backgrounds have to
communicate with each other.

However, identity is not only something that can bring people together, but also
something that people use to distinguish themselves from others and set
themselves apart. Therein lies the danger of a sense of unity, because where there
is a "we", there are also "the others". However, a common identity should not be
misused to devalue other people and to justify racist, xenophobic or otherwise

discriminatory behavior towards them. So what could a European identity look
like?
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INVITATION TO SPEAKERS PANEL

What could a common European identity be like?

What does identity actually mean? When we talk about identity, we are referring
to it as a self-description. Your own identity creates a sense of belonging to
groups and other people who represent the same values and ideas as you do.
Identity is therefore also a sense of unity. People can form an identity through
many different characteristics, e.g. their gender, age, hobbies as well as their
nationality. However, as Europeans, we are not only German or Polish citizens, but
also EU citizens. As Europeans, we can also be united by common values,
traditions or our history.

Identity, and this is important, is never fixed, but can change over time - just as our
views and values can change. What Europe means to its citizens, for example, has
also changed over time. Our grandparents' generation knew Europe as a
continent where states were at war with each other.

Today, the EU attaches great importance to a common European identity. The
idea is to create more cohesion and close cooperation. We all benefit from this
personally, but also economically. A European identity can have many
advantages. However, it cannot simply be imposed, because many people who
have grown up with different languages, political opinions, in different
geographical areas and with different historical backgrounds have to
communicate with each other.

However, identity is not only something that can bring people together, but also
something that people use to distinguish themselves from others and set
themselves apart. Therein lies the danger of a sense of unity, because where there
is a "we", there are also "the others". However, a common identity should not be
misused to devalue other people and to justify racist, xenophobic or otherwise

discriminatory behavior towards them. So what could a European identity look
like?
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INVITATION TO SPEAKERS PANEL

What could a common European identity be like?

What does identity actually mean? When we talk about identity, we are referring
to it as a self-description. Your own identity creates a sense of belonging to
groups and other people who represent the same values and ideas as you do.
Identity is therefore also a sense of unity. People can form an identity through
many different characteristics, e.g. their gender, age, hobbies as well as their
nationality. However, as Europeans, we are not only German or Polish citizens, but
also EU citizens. As Europeans, we can also be united by common values,
traditions or our history.

Identity, and this is important, is never fixed, but can change over time - just as our
views and values can change. What Europe means to its citizens, for example, has
also changed over time. Our grandparents' generation knew Europe as a
continent where states were at war with each other.

Today, the EU attaches great importance to a common European identity. The
idea is to create more cohesion and close cooperation. We all benefit from this
personally, but also economically. A European identity can have many
advantages. However, it cannot simply be imposed, because many people who
have grown up with different languages, political opinions, in different
geographical areas and with different historical backgrounds have to
communicate with each other.

However, identity is not only something that can bring people together, but also
something that people use to distinguish themselves from others and set
themselves apart. Therein lies the danger of a sense of unity, because where there
is a "we", there are also "the others". However, a common identity should not be
misused to devalue other people and to justify racist, xenophobic or otherwise

discriminatory behavior towards them. So what could a European identity look
like?
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