
 
 
 

Europe in a world of change 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GDP (gross domestic 
product): 
GDP indicates the total 
value of all products 
and services generated 
by a country within a 
year. 

Work assignment: 
1. Understand and discuss the graphics in the group! 
2. In the end, one person briefly presents your findings on the following questions: 

§ What is the key message of the graphics? How do the graphics relate to each other?   
§ What could be the consequences of the development shown for Europe? 

 

Source: IMF World Economic Outlook Database, 2023 

 

EU: Share of purchasing power-adjusted global GDP from 1980 to 
2022 and forecasts to 2028 

Europe's share of the global population is declining 
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Source: Statistical Service UN/ Eurostat EU-27 

 



 
 
 

Fundamental Change in Economy 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Services differ as "intangible goods" from the 
production of goods, in which tangible goods are 
produced. 
 
Substitutability: 
Substitutability is something that is replaceable or 
interchangeable. With digitalization, for example, more 
and more professions are being replaced by machines 
and robots. 

Work assignment: 
1. Understand and discuss the graphics in the group! 
2. At the end, one person briefly presents your findings on the following questions: 

§ What is the core message of the graphics? How do the graphics relate to each other?   
§ What could be the consequences of the development shown for Europe? 

Source: International Labor Organization/ Austrian Federal 
Economic Chamber (own translation) 

Distribution of employed 
persons in the EU by economic 
sector 

agriculture 

services 

production 

Employees in the service sector 
in an EU comparison  
employment shares 2022 in % 

Substitutability potential by occupational segment 
Proportion of jobs that could potentially be performed by computers (in 
percent), sorted by the extent of change between 2016 and 2019 

Changes between 2016 and 2019 in % 

Safety  

Cleaning  

Agriculture, forestry and  
horticulture 

Business-related services 

Manufacturing technology 

Construction and 
expansion 

Manufacturing 

Social and cultural services 

Transportation and 
logistics 

Health 

IT and scientific services 

Food and hospitality 

Corporate management 

Source: Austrian Federal Economic Chamber (own translation) 

Source: Institute for labor market and occupational research (own translation) 
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Fundamental Changes in Society 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             
 
 
 

Europe will have the oldest population in the world by 2030 
(Average age by region of the world) 

Age structure and population development 
Share of age groups in percent, population status in absolute figures, 
Europe, 1950 to 2050 
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Work assignment: 
1. Understand and discuss the graphics in the group! 
2. At the end, one person briefly presents your findings on the following questions: 

§ What is the core message of the graphics? How do the graphics relate to each other?   
§ What could be the consequences of the development shown for Europe? 

Source: Rand Europe 



 
 
   What concerns us the most? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Public opinion in the EU is surveyed at 
regular intervals as part of the 
Eurobarometer. The graph shows the 
answer to the question "What do you 
think are the two most important issues 
facing the EU at the moment?". 
 
In the last edition (fall 2023), many 
Europeans considered immigration 
(28%), the war in Ukraine (26%) and the 
international security situation (24%) to 
be the most important challenges 
facing the EU. 

People seeking protection in Germany 

First-time asylum applications Ukrainian Refugees 

Arrival for work 
Most immigrant workers came to Germany from these countries (2021) 
 In total 1,65. Mio from EU-countries: 

Work assignment: 
1. Understand and discuss the graphics in the group! 
2. At the end, one person briefly presents your findings on the following questions: 

§ What is the core message of the graphics? How do the graphics relate to each other?   
§ What could be the consequences of the development shown for Europe? 

Source: Eurobarometer 

Source: Federal Office for Migration and Refugees/ Integration Media 
Service 
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Source: Federal Statistical Office/ Central Register of Foreigners 

 

In total 295.000 from Non-EU-countries: 



 

A question of trust and legitimacy 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EU-wide survey: Do you tend to trust the following 
institutions? 

A relative majority of 48% (+5 pp) in 
Germany trusts the EU. The figures 
diverge in the East and Eest of the 
country: 53% (+5 pp) in Western 
Germany and 30% (+6 pp) in Eastern 
Germany. There, 64% (-4 pp) do not trust 
the EU, the highest figure in the entire 
EU. A relative majority of 47% of 
Europeans trusts the EU. 

The European Union 

The (national) government 

The (national) parliament 

QA6.4 For the following institutions, please indicate whether you 
tend to trust them or not. What about ...? The European Union - 
rather trust (%) 

Work assignment: 
1. Understand and discuss the graphics in the group! 
2. At the end, one person briefly presents your findings on the following questions: 

§ What is the core message of the graphics? How do the graphics relate to each other?   
§ What could be the consequences of the development shown for Europe? 

Source: The Federal  Agency for Civic Education Baden-Wuerttemberg 

Source: Eurobarometer/ European Parliament 



 

 

Work assignment: 
1. Understand and discuss the graphics in the group! 
2. At the end, one person briefly presents your findings on the following questions: 

§ What is the core message of the graphics? How do the graphics relate to each other?   
§ What could be the consequences of the development shown for Europe? 

Source: European Parliament 


